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« To understand why formal grammar Is taught.
<+ To explore some grammar terms.

«» To compare spoken English with written English

.



Grammar and the National
Curriculum

The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

4
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read easily, fluently and with good understanding

develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure
and information

acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and
knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and
spoken language

appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language
and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate
and explain clearly their understanding and ideas

are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making
formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating
In debate.




Grammar at St John’s

+ Increased expectations in line with the new curriculum
< Grammar is taught across the whole school.

< Written grammar is part of everyday English lessons and is
often the learning objective for the lesson.

For example:
L.O. To use adverbial phrases to start a sentence .
(fronted adverbials)

<« Success criteria may include a grammar focus

< Grammar teaching across the curriculum- high expectations of
all writing!




Grammar at St John’s

Grammar exercises to practise new skills are also given as
homework.

Children need to know correct grammatical terms and teachers
use these in lessons.

These terms are displayed as appropriate in classes- English
working walls

In the summer term of Year 5 children are given a grammar
book with tasks to complete which they keep. This book is then
carried forward into year 6.

At the end of Year 6 all children sit a SATs English Grammatrr,
Punctuation and Spelling test



Grammar at St John’s

» Children need to know correct grammatical terms
and teachers use these in lessons.

» These terms are displayed as appropriate in classes-
English working walls

.



What are word classes?

» There are eight word classes (parts of speech).
What are they?

» nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs,
pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions and determiners

.



What does grammar progression look

like?

Word Structure

Sentence Structure

Text Structure

Punciuation

""«.‘
Terminology for Pupils

Regular plural noun suffixes —s or —es
{e.g. dog, dogs; wish, wishes)

How words can combine to make sentences

Suffixes thal can be added lo verbs (e.g.
helping, helped, helper)

How and can join words and join sentences

Sequencing sentences to form short
narralives

Separation of words with spaces

How the prefix un— changes the meaning
of verbs and adjectives (negation, e.g.
unkind, or undoing, e g unfie the boal)

Subordination (using when, if, thal, or because)
and co-ordination (using or, and, or buf)

The consistent use of present tense
versus past tense throughout texts

Formation of nouns using suffixes such
as —ness, —er

Expanded noun phrases for descnption and
specificalion (e.g. the blue butterfly, plain flour, the
man in the moon)

Use of the continuous form of verbs in
the present and past tense to mark
actions in progress (e g. she ia drumming,
he was shouting)

Introduction to the use of capital letters,
full siops, guestion marks and
exclamabion marks to demarcate
sentences

word, senlence, lafter, capital
letter, full stop, punctuation,
singular, plural, question mark,
exclamation mark

Capital letters for names and for the
personal pronoun |

verb, tense (past, present),
adjeclive, noun, suffix,
apostrophe, comma

Formalion of adjectives using suffixes
such as —ful, —less (A fuller [ist of suffixes

can be found in the spelling annex.)

Sentences with different forms: atatement,
question, exclamation, command

Introduction to paragraphs as a way to
group related malerial

Capital letters, full stops, question marks
and exclamation marks to demarcate
sentences

Use of the suffixes —erand —est to form
eomparisons of adjectives and adverhs

Formation of nouns using a range of
prefixes, such as super—, anfi-, aulo—

Expressing fime and cause using conjunctions
{e.g. when, before, after, while, because), adverbs
(e.g. then, next, soon, so), or prepositions (eg.
befors, after, dunng, in, because of)

Headings and sub-headings to aid
presantation

Commas to separate items in a list

waord family, conjunction,
adverb, preposition, direct
speech, inverted commas (or
‘apeech marks’), prefix,
consonant, vowsl, clause,
subordinate clause

Apostrophes to mark contracted forms
in spelling

Pronoun, possessive pronoun,
advertnal

Use of the determiners a or an according
to whether the next word begins with a
consonant or a vowel (e.q. a ek, an

open box)

Use of the perfect form of verbs to mark

Introduction to speech marks to
punctuate direct speech

relationships of ime and cause (e g |

have written it down 30 we can check
Appropnate choice of pronoun or noun within 8 | what he said )
sentence lo avoid ambiguity and repedition —

Use of paragraphs to organise ideas
Fronted adverbials e

Use of speech marks to punctuate direct
speech

relative clause, modal verb,
relative pronoun, parenthesis,
bracket, dash, determiner,
cohesion, ambiguity

Word families basoed on common words

Relative clauses beginning with who, which,
where, why, or whose

The grammatical difference between
plural and possessive 5

Standard English forma for verb
inflections instead of local spoken forms
{e.g we were instoad of we was, or | did

Indicating degrees of posaibility using modal
verbs (e.g. might, should, will, must) or adverbs
(e.g. perhaps, surely)

Appropnate choice of pronoun or noun
acroas sentences

Apostrophes to mark singular and plural
possession (e.g. the gil's name, the
boys’ boots)

achve and passive voice,
aubject and object, hyphen,
synonym, colon, semi-colon,
bullet points

rtivae |

instead of I done)
N

Use of the passive veice lo aflect the presentation
of information in a sentence (2 9. | broke the
window in the greenhouse versus | he window n

Devices fo build eohesion within a
paragraph (e.g. then, after thal, this,
Tirathy)

Use of commas after fronted adverbials
(e.n. Later that day, | heard the bad

news. )

Linking ideas across paragraphs using
adverbialz of Gme vy kler), place (o.g.

oo the greenhouse was broken noarby) and number (o.g. secondly)
oS-

Brackels, dashes or commas lo indicate
parenthesis

Use of commas to clanfy meaning or

avoid smbiguity
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Sentence structure: KS1

» Year 1: A Griffle is a greedy animal. Griffles like to eat
Jam sandwiches. Griffles have one red tail and three
long arms

» Year 2: What do Griffles eat? Griffles are the greediest
animals on the planet. They like most foods but they
hate unripe bananas, white chocolate and plain crisps.
They get very cross when they are hungry. Never get
too close to a hungry Griffle. It might bite you!




Sentence structure: KS2

» Year 3: Eating Habits. Griffles are incredibly greedy
animals. They often think about what to eat for tea
when they are eating their lunch! A Griffle can easily
eat a supersize burger, an ice cream with three scoops
and three chocolate muffins before breakfast. Never
approach a Griffle when eating because it might think
you are trying to steal its food. It might bite you with
Its razor sharp teeth!




Sentence structure: KS2

» Year 4: Eating Habits. It is a well-known fact that
Griffles are incredibly greedy creatures with huge
appetites. Unbelievably, a fully-grown Griffle can eat
twice its own body weight in food every meal.
Interestingly, a Griffle’s favourite meal contains an
equal balance of sugar and fat. Therefore, cheesecake
makes the perfect snack for the hungry Griffle. As
Griffles are fiercely defensive of their food, never go
near one when Its eating.




Sentence structure: KS2

» Year 5: Griffles, who are often found in the Hertfordshire
countryside, are fascinating creatures. Perhaps the most
unusual fact about Griffles is that they are incredibly greedy
creatures with huge appetites. Unbelievably, a mature
Griffle (a Griffle is considered full grown from two years of
age) can eat twice its own body weight in food at every
meal- sometimes more! A Griffle’s favourite meal contains
an equal balance of sugar and fat, with a small amount of
carbohydrate, which they find hard to digest. Therefore,
cheesecake- lemon and lime seems to be a popular choice-
makes the perfect snack for the hungry Griffle.




Sentence structure: KS2

» Year 6: Griffles (Latin name, ‘Griffalis Gargantious’, who
are mostly found in the more rural areas of Hertfordshire,
are very interesting creatures. Despite their slim
appearance, Griffles are well- known for their huge
appetites; a fully-matured male can eat twice its own body
weight in a single meal! However, the question is: if a
hungry Griffle were to turn up for dinner unexpectedly,
what would you feed it? Put together soft full fat cheese,
butter, sugar and zesty lemons and you have the perfect
combination...lemon cheesecake! The balance of fat and
sugar In this tasty treat meets the dietary needs of a Griffle.




Importance of standard English

National curriculum guidance: The grammar of our first language is learnt
naturally and implicitly through interactions with other speakers and from
reading. Explicit knowledge of grammar is, however, very important, as it
gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. Building this
knowledge is best achieved through a focus on grammar within the teaching
of reading, writing and speaking. Once pupils are familiar with a
grammatical concept [for example ‘modal verb’], they should be encouraged
to apply and explore this concept in the grammar of their own speech and
writing and to note where it is used by others. Young pupils, in particular,
use more complex language in speech than in writing, and teachers should
build on this, aiming for a smooth transition to sophisticated writing.

Standard English

»  When we speak we often use non standard English, for example: | went town
yesterday.

« When we write however we need to write standard English, for example: |
went to town yesterday.



Any questions...




